
IN CONFIDENCE 
 

 
 

 

MW 22-23 0300 

 

 
 
Manatū Wāhine  
Ministry for Women  
Fortnightly Report  
to the Minister for Women  
As at 26 May 2023 
 
 
  





IN CONFIDENCE 
 

 

Fortnightly Report to the Minister for Women | As at 26 May 2023 

Kōhine Project confirmed 

Te Puni Kōkiri has confirmed funding for the programme delivery, and recruitment to fill positions 
within the programme is underway. The programme is set to run from June 2023 for 18 months. 
Twenty kōhine will participate in the programme throughout that time. We will keep you updated 
as the programme develops. 

In 2022, Kootuitui ki Papakura (Kootuitui) participated in two wananga with Ngāti Tamaoho, 
Manatū Wāhine and Te Puni Kokiri.  

The wananga were held with 10 kōhine from Papakura who explored how two years of COVID-19 
in Tamaki Makaurau had impacted their lives. The learnings from the wananga provided a 
rationale for a second phase of this project. 

The project has had recent backing from the Gattung Foundation as well as the four original 
Ministry partners: Manatū Wāhine, Ministry of Education, Ministry of Social Development and Te 
Puni Kōkiri. Manatū Wāhine has committed to funding ongoing and real-time evaluation so that 
this programme can evolve and iterate as it is delivered. The Ministry of Education also hopes to 
use this model in other programmes as the analysis is developed. This is an exciting and 
innovative concept that we will ensure has a communications plan built around it. 
 
Update on the Manatū Wāhine Physical Activity and Wellbeing Fund 

Applications for the $500,000 Manatū Wāhine Physical Activity and Wellbeing Fund close on 
Monday, 29 May. As of 25 May we have received 110 applications, seeking a total of 
$1,755,756.31. We expect to receive a large number of applications over the next few days.  

The Assessment Panel will convene in mid-June. The Panel comprises four NGO members and 
Manatū Wāhine representation. We will inform applicants whether their applications have been 
successful by early July. Also in early July, we will brief your office on successful applications and 
put the organisation names, funded amounts and brief project descriptions on our website. 
 
Upcoming event: Leadership and legacy: celebrating women leaders in Aotearoa, 6 June 
2023 

The Ministry is working to organise an event at the National Library on Tuesday 6 June 2023, 5 – 
7pm, to begin our commemorations of 130 years of women’s suffrage in New Zealand. This event 
is focused on celebrating the legacy of the suffrage movement’s leadership on women in 
leadership today. The 2022 public sector boards and committees figures and the new Leadership 
Learning Hub, a new search tool of curated courses and resources for the governance sector to 
upskill will also be launched at the event.  

There will also be a moderated panel discussion between Caren Rangi ONZM (as moderator) and 
four wāhine leaders from a range of sectors to discuss their leadership journey and what can 
support future leaders. The confirmed speakers are:  

• Professor Rawinia Higgins - Māori Language Commission Chair and Deputy Vice-
Chancellor (Māori) at Te Herenga Waka Victoria University of Wellington 

• Nurain Janah - Director, consultant, and coach focused on diversity, inclusion and 
empowering women of colour  

• Qiane Matata-Sipu – Award winning creator of NUKU, which aims to amplify the voices of 
indigenous women 

• Brooke Roberts – Entrepreneur, businesswoman, and co-founder of Sharesies 
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attended the Fiji event on behalf of New Zealand, and Ambassador Louisa Wall will attend the 
Melbourne event virtually. 

Manatū Wāhine officials shared information provided by Australian colleagues to the International 
Women’s Caucus to encourage Aotearoa New Zealand CSO attendance to the hybrid Women 
Deliver events, and passed on scholarship opportunities to PACIFICA and Māori Women’s 
Welfare League which the Victorian Government is processing.  

MFAT will also fund two Pacific MPs to attend Women Deliver 2023 in Rwanda to support Pacific 
representation. They are Hon Lenora Qereqeretabua, Deputy Speaker and Associate Minister for 
Housing, Fiji and Hon Lanelle Olandrea Tanangada, Minister for Education and Human Resource 
Management, Solomon Islands. 

We will update you on the outcomes out of the Melbourne and Kigali conferences. 
 
Women, Peace, Security – cross-agency scoping exercise  

Agencies from the inter-agency working group (MoD, NZDF, Manatū Wāhine, NZ Police and 
MFAT) undertook a half-day planning session on Tuesday 16 May to discuss options to develop a 
second National Action Plan (NAP) on Women, Peace and Security. During the scoping exercise, 
agencies discussed the current state of WPS implementation in New Zealand and parameters for 
the refresh including defining the problem area, risks, objectives, alignment to other national and 
international strategies, and identified key stakeholders and initial resources. 

Immediate next steps include turning the findings from the half-day into a draft project plan and 
continuing to work with agencies to refine the timeline, scope and identify resources. The refresh 
of the NAP is of particular interest to the International Women’s Caucus, and we will look to 
engage civil society in the development of the plan in due course. 

 

  








