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We fed into the report, including identifying links to the Ministry’s research into barriers accessing 
childcare and the drivers of the gender pay gap.  

Ministry officials are also meeting next week with the Retirement Commission’s senior leaders to 
discuss further opportunities for collaboration to improve women’s retirement outcomes through 
information sharing initiatives.  

 

“The most valuable conversation we’re not having” – ANZ launches retirement campaign to 
close the retirement gap 

A campaign framed around ANZ research that shows 60 percent of New Zealand women are reluctant 
to discuss their financial future was launched on Thursday 11 September. The campaign, which is 
aimed at closing the gender retirement gap, focuses on normalising conversations about money and 
retirement among women.  

It includes social media content, podcasts, videos, and a free financial health check – available to 
everyone, regardless of whether they’re an ANZ customer.  
 
Secretary for Women, Kellie Coombes, spoke at the launch event as part of a panel discussion, 
alongside Kate Hannah (Retirement Commission) and Antonia Watson (CEO, ANZ New Zealand).   

The campaign will run until International Women’s Day in March 2026, and ANZ will top up two 
women’s KiwiSaver accounts $8,479 each month – the size of the gender retirement gap – until the 
end of the campaign. 

 
Upcoming campaigns and social media activity 

This year, suffrage week takes place from 15–21 September and coincides with Te Wiki o Te Reo 
Māori. 

This presents an opportunity for the Ministry to recognise 132 years since women gained the right to 
vote, while also celebrating te reo Māori and the enduring leadership of wāhine Māori.  

The Ministry has developed a campaign approach for the week acknowledging and commemorating 
both events. 

Across the week, you and Ministry officials are attending a range of events, including the 
Rural Women NZ event in Christchurch, the Auckland Connection Series on women and retirement, 
and the Financial Services Council breakfast.  

In addition, the Ministry will support and promote other events held by partner organisations, such as 
the National Association of Women in Construction panel discussion, the Kate Sheppard House 
celebrations, and exhibitions and gatherings taking place in Wellington, Waikato, Napier, and 
Auckland.  

The Ministry’s social media content across the week will use bilingual messaging, historical 
storytelling, and interactive formats to engage the public, spotlight wāhine Māori, and amplify both 
events. 

 

 








