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The Ministry is meeting with Endometriosis New Zealand in late January to discuss their research 
further.   

 

Making Menopause Work webinar  

On 10 December 2025 the Ministry held a webinar with Sarah Connor on Making Menopause 
Work. Sarah provided an overview of the guide and its resources, and the actions workplaces can 
take before opening up for questions and discussion.   

There were 45 attendees from a range of organisations, including Fire and Emergency New Zealand, 
Engineering New Zealand, Pacific Radiology, New Zealand Transport Agency, New Zealand 
Qualifications Authority, Sexual Wellbeing Aotearoa, and Te Puni Kōkiri.   

All survey respondents said they found the webinar useful and it had assisted them to identify how to 
use the resources. The webinar was recorded and will be available on the Ministry’s website.   

Making Menopause Work has also been featured on the Ministry of Business, Innovation and 
Employment’s business.govt.nz website. The New Zealand Institute of Architects has also shared the 
guide with all its members.   

 

Ministry support for Electrify Aotearoa, 9-10 June 2026 

The Ministry of Awesome's Electrify Aotearoa Summit will take place on 9-10 June 2026 in Auckland. 
We have recently confirmed that the Ministry for Women will be a strategic partner for the event and 
will provide financial support.  

The Summit is strongly aligned with our strategic priority to support women's economic empowerment. 
It is focused on practical support for women founders, strengthening the startup ecosystem, promoting 
equitable economic growth and addressing the investment gap for women-led businesses.  

As part of our partnership, we will have a physical presence at the Summit. Our intention is to use this 
as an opportunity to promote the Nominations Service to an audience of highly engaged entrepreneurs 
and stakeholders in the private sector. We will also engage with colleagues at NZTE to identify any 
other opportunities around the event and support for women in trade. 

The Ministry will also support eight women founders from regional New Zealand to attend next year’s 
Summit and share their stories of entrepreneurship via videos created for web and social media.  

We are finalising our agreement with Ministry of Awesome and will provide further updates as plans 
develop. 

 

Mana Wāhine Kaupapa Inquiry hearings rescheduled 

The Mana Wāhine Kaupapa Inquiry is now in the substantive hearings phase, with the first of nine 
hearing weeks taking place in May this year. Hearing week two was tentatively scheduled for February 
next year but has now been rescheduled to May 2026 to avoid Waitangi week events and allow more 
time for claimants to prepare and attend. The revised plan is to hold the second and third hearing 
weeks consecutively in May 2026, with specific dates and locations to be confirmed. 

The Ministry continues to work with other agencies to develop a robust Crown Response. This 
involves standing up a multi-agency group in 2026 to collaboratively prepare Chief Executives (or 
Deputy Chief Executives) to give evidence at the hearing.  
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We will continue to provide updates to you and Minister Potaka as the joint Ministers responsible for 
this Inquiry. This will be done in the form of a quarterly update with the next one due on 18 December 
2025. 

 

NGO delegate selection for CSW70 

The Ministry has received 32 NGO representative applications for the seventieth session of the 
Commission on the Status of Women (CSW70). The NGO delegate is funded by the Ministry and is an 
important member of the official Government delegation. The delegate is involved in: 

• providing advice from an NGO perspective 

• sharing expertise relevant to the themes 

• acting as a liaison point between New Zealand NGOs and the delegation 

• attending specific sessions and diplomatic functions as an official member of the delegation. 

Applications will be assessed by a panel of 11 International Women’s Caucus members. The NGO 
delegate selection will be subject to the approval of the Minister of Foreign Affairs. We expect to 
provide a briefing seeking approval of the official Government delegation, including the NGO 
representative, in late January.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 






